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The final days of RANCH ROMANCES’ publishing history have been a little mysterious to me, but now, having obtained some of the later issues, I’m able to fill in most of the blanks.

The magazine began in 1926, created by publisher Harold Hersey, whose idea it was to merge the two genres.  Fanny Elsworth was the editor for most or all of that time until November 20, 1953 and is the name most commonly associated with the magazine.

HELEN TONO (1953 – 1957)

With the December 4, 1953 issue, Helen Davidge became editor, which I'm guessing was Helen Tono's maiden name.  Helen Tono appears as editor about a year later and continued through 1957.  The stories and authors I like the best seem to appear during this period.

There's one or two illos by Raymond Everett Kinstler in every Tono-edited issue, and while a little rough at first, they’re pretty uniformly impressive by 1957.  He also did at least one cover painting (March 8, 1957).

A cover artist during Tono’s editorship whom I like a lot, is Clarence Doore, who features dramatic situations with wide-eyed female protagonists.  

Sometime during 1957, Bob Cummings' western movie column was dropped for a generic and uncredited one.

During 1957, no author names are listed on the covers, perhaps trying to make it look like a true west magazine.  There are also several one-issue experiments with the magazine logo, foreshadowing its eventually change under Jim Hendryx, Jr.

Helen Tono's last issue was December 27, 1957 issue.

JIM HENDRYX, JR (1958 – 1968)

With the January 17, 1958 issue, Jim Hendryx, Jr. took over as editor and the magazine featured its first cost-cutting reprint story ("Calamity Canyon," by Frank P. Castle from the Summer 1952 issue of THRILLING RANCH STORIES).  This was a short story, but afterwards they would be novelettes, in order to take up more space, many from TRIPLE WESTERN, but also from GIANT WESTERN, THRILLING WESTERN and others.

In that issue the magazine is still listed as a bi-weekly, but the next issue did not appear until June 1958 and is listed as bi-monthly.  The August issue, also listed as bi-monthly, was the last issue of 1958, making a total of only three issues that year -- quite a comedown from its previous 26 issues per year.

The next issue did not appear until January 1959, with a new cover logo (plain sans serif type without a banner and without the guy, girl and horse illo) and listed as quarterly.  The issue after that was dated May 1959, rather than April, but then the magazine finally settled into a regular schedule and was published every February, May, August and November until its demise in 1971.

One reason that later issues of RANCH ROMANCES seem scare is because there are comparatively few of them.  Due to the quarterly schedule, only about 55 issues were published from 1958 to 1971, while over 700 issues of the magazine were published prior to that.

The interior illos are recycled from past issues and suffer from the reprinting.

In 1960, the format shrank a little (from about 9-3/16" x 6-7/8" down to about 8-11/16" x 6-3/8") and had a white top banner with the logo in red.  Around this time the paper was upgraded to digest-quality, the edges became even and the cover no longer overlapped.  In 1961 the magazine returned to its old size, removed the banner (printing the logo on the cover art) and by May 1961, gained "western-style" lettering for the logo.

Sidenote:  The August 1961 issue features a cover and an interior illo using model Steve (Doc Savage) Holland.

By 1967 the magazine had gained heavy, stiff covers, which are rather nice, making it easier to hold and lending a greater feeling of permanence than normal for a magazine.

ALL-REPRINT (1968 – 1971)

In 1968, the magazine went entirely reprint.  Helen Tono is credited as the editor, but I think this is because of the magazine’s odd reprint policy, not because she’d actually returned.  Rather than culling stories from RANCH ROMANCES’ entire history, one particular issue from Helen Tono’s editorship was picked and reprinted almost in its entirety.  The serials were dropped, but all the other stories were reprinted, sometimes with another short story added from elsewhere.  The fact articles may or may not be reprinted.  The illos are sometimes the original story illos, but sometimes culled from other issues, and they all suffer from the reprinting.

In the August 1968 issue, for example, all the stories and one of the fact articles are reprinted from the March 12, 1954 issue.  All the departments were dropped.  The poems and two articles were dropped, but two more articles were added (probably from other R.R. issues).  There is no letter column.  [R.R.’s letter columns, incidentally, were requests for pen-pals, not comments on the magazine.]  The story artwork is different than in the initial publication, but is also recycled from past issues.  The artwork for the one reprinted article is the same as in the original.  The cover painting appears to be new.

In the February 1970 issue, in which the editorship is (finally?) credited to Sharon Moore, all the stories are reprinted from the November 30, 1956 issue.  The one article in that issue is also reprinted.  The serials and departments were all dropped.  The pen-pal letter column appears new.  The illos are all the same as in the original issue.  The cover painting appears to be new.

With the wealth of material at their disposal, I’m not sure why they decided to reprint entire issues.  Perhaps it was easier to assemble this way, perhaps they didn’t have access to the pre-Tono material or perhaps they figured there was less chance of readers encountering something they'd read before (if you hadn't read that one specific issue out of 26 every year, the material would be new to you).

By 1969, the title was changed to RANCH ROMANCES AND ADVENTURES and the magazine lasted until, I think, November 1971.

A TREASURY OF GREAT WESTERN STORIES (1965 – 197x?)

A TREASURY OF GREAT WESTERN STORIES appears to have been an annual sister publication to RANCH ROMANCES.  It was 98-page an all-reprint magazine in the same size and stiff-cover format as R.R., with the same editor listed.  It ran for eight issues, from 1965 to 1972.  Issue #3 is advertised in a 1967 RANCH ROMANCES edited by James Hendryx.  Issue #5 from 1969, lists Helen Tono as editor.  The magazine is a very attractive package, but the contents are pretty bland.  Each issue has a Louis L’Amour story.  #8 is listed in an ad as 1972.  #9 is listed as 1975 (typo for 1973 or skipped a couple years between issues?).

[From an ad in the May 25, 1951 issue, I see that R.R had a sister annual at that time called ROMANTIC WEST ANNUAL.]

